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The quiver tree that grows in the Namib is a kind of aloe. Like the rest of its family,
it has thick succulent leaves growing in a rosette, but these are hoisted twenty
feet in the air, each at the end of a stumpy branch. That in itself is a way of
escapingthe worst of the devastating heat and reducing the amount of moisture
inevitably lost by evaporation from the surface of their leaves. The branches
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